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Foreword 


Recognizing the importance of having a government-sponsored newspaper to 
disseminate information to the inhabitants of the new province of Upper 
Canada, John Graves Simcoe, first Lieutenant Governor of the province 
(1791-1796), persuaded Louis Roy, who had served an apprenticeship in a 
printer’s shop in Quebec City, to move to Newark (now Niagara-on-the 
Lake), the first capital, to act as the official government printer. 


On Thursday, 18 April 1793, Roy printed and published Volume 1, 
Number 1, of the Upper Canada Gazette, the first newspaper in what is now 
the province of Ontario. The front page of this historic four-page folio 
consisted of the text of a speech by His Majesty King George III delivered 
to both Houses of Parliament on 13 December 1792 and a proclamation from 
His Excellency Lieutenant Govemor John Graves Simcoe "for the suppression 
of Vice, Profanements & Immorality" in the province of Upper Canada. 


In its early days, the Upper Canada Gazette served a sparsely settled 
frontier region of the new province. Newark and York (now Toronto) were 
populated mainly by the goverment and military and their families. In the 
half-century of the Gazette’s existence, its circulation increased as the 
population of Upper Canada grew rapidly and as muddy York became a 
thriving commercial and manufacturing town. 


No complete file of the Upper Canada Gazette is known to exist, but 
the Legislative Library is fortunate to have what is probably the most 
complete set, including the first issue. Its holdings span the following 
periods: 1793 to 1809, 1822 to 1824, and 1826 to | May 1845. So far as is 
known, the Gazette was not published through most of the war years of 1813 
and 1814, after American forces invaded Upper Canada, occupied the new 
capital of York, and damaged the printing press. The newspaper continued 
to be published to the mid-1840s - perhaps as late as 1849 - although no 
copies are extant after 1848. The Legislative Library was one of several 
organizations that made its holdings available to the Canadian Library 
Association for microfilming. The resulting microfilm set constitutes the 
most complete collection of the Gazette. 


I commend the work of Brian Tobin, Manager of Collections 
Development, Legislative Library, for researching and documenting the role 
of the Upper Canada Gazette, a storehouse of information about early life in 
the province. Through its pages, readers can trace historic events such as the 


The Upper Canada Gazette 


abolition of slavery, the establishment of schools in all districts, the 
construction of the Welland and Rideau canals, and the founding of Bytown 
(now Ottawa), as well as other social and economic developments in the 
province’s early years. 


The publication of this monograph is especially timely, coming as it 
does two hundred years after the appearance of the first issue of the Upper 
Canada Gazette in April 1793. This publication is one of several issued by 
the Legislative Library to mark the Bicentennial of the first Parliament of 
Upper Canada on 17 September 1792 and the Centennial of the opening of 
the Legislative Building at Queen’s Park on 4 April 1893. 


Brian Land 

Executive Director 

Ontario Legislative Library 
23 March 1993 


Vi 


Introduction 


The Upper Canada Gazette provides those interested in the early history of 
what is now the province of Ontario with a unique source of information 
about its early political, social, and economic development. The purpose of 
this publication is to acquaint readers with the history of the Gazette and its 
place in the development of Upper Canada. As well, it provides brief profiles 
of eleven of the paper’s printers and describes their relationship with their 
government employers. 


Throughout the Gazette’s publishing history, the administration 
exercised considerable editorial control over all aspects of the content. This 
degree of government control determined the choice of printers and led to 
conflict between the government and several of its printers. Although the 
government accepted and probably encouraged the inclusion of non- 
government information in the paper, the printer’s primary responsibility was 
to ensure that government notices and proclamations were published. 


Research for this project was both challenging and exhilarating: 
challenging because hard-copy holdings for the newspaper are incomplete, 
and frequently the paper quality was poor and the type wom and barely 
legible; exhilarating because curiosity and the opportunity to uncover 
information in the next page or issue provided strong incentives to continue 
the research. 


No publication reaches completion without collaboration, and this 
work is no exception. I am grateful to Mary Dickerson, Deputy Executive 
Director, for her determination and perseverance to improve the text and 
guide it through revisions and refinements. I am indebted to Effie Kastris and 
Beverly Li for their skills in preparing the text for publication and for their 
uncanny ability to read my handwriting. I would also like to express my 
gratitude to Rob Leonard, Legislative Photographer, for photographing the 
illustrations in this publication. And lastly, my appreciation to Elizabeth 
Hulse for her remarkable editing skills and the benefit of her considerable 
knowledge of both the history and the newspapers of Upper Canada. 


Brian Tobin 

Collections Development 
Ontario Legislative Library 
23 March 1993 
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Photographer, from newspapers in the collection of the Legislative Library. 
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The Upper Canada Gazette 
The Beginnings 


The Upper Canada Gazette, the first newspaper printed in Upper Canada, was 
founded in 1793, less than two years after the province was created and less 
than a year after its first Lieutenant Govemor, John Graves Simcoe, arrived 
there. That a newspaper was started so soon after the province established 
its Legislature and executive offices is a credit to Simcoe’s political and 
administrative skills. While in England preparing for his first colonial post, 
he "had in his own mind settled the most minute details of the government 
of Upper Canada, and had written volumes to the Colonial Office stating the 
various requirements of the new command." 


One of Simcoe’s requirements was for a printer to be hired and a 
press set up in the province’s new capital at Newark (now Niagara-on-the- 
Lake). He had, however, doubted that he would find a qualified person 
willing to relocate to the wilderness. In 1791 the population of Upper Canada 
was 14,000, excluding aboriginals,” and it was scattered along the shores of 
Lake Ontario and Lake Erie. 


The Office of Printer seems to be of the utmost importance. It 
has been suggested to me that by annexing the Office of Post 
Master to that of Printer a sufficient Salary may be annexed to 
induce some person to expatriate ... But a printer is indispensably 
necessary; and tho’ many may be found to rush into crowded 
cities, I see no likelihood that. any Person will venture into a 
Wilderness and yet in the Infancy of this Establishment He will 
be found to be of the utmost Utility.’ 


Simcoe’s intention was to set up an Office of the Printer, government 
supported and controlled. His commitment to a government printing office 
enabled his administration to make public laws, proclamations, notices, and 
other government business. Thus Upper Canada had printed records from its 
inception, and the Upper Canada Gazette is an important source of 
information for public documents and records. 


The government used the Gazerte as a means of keeping its citizens 
informed of its policies. For example, speeches of the Lieutenant Govemor 
were often printed in it. But the Gazette contained more than official 
government business. Non-government material was also included, as well 
as foreign and domestic news, editorials, letters to the editor, and 
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advertisements. By including this non-official information the Gazette served 
a role as a community newspaper. For the modem reader the paper provides 
insight into the issues of the day, the political process, and the relationship 
between its printers and the administration on the one hand and the editors 
of the independent press on the other. 


Simcoe was instrumental in establishing the Upper Canada Gazette, 
but he did not create its format. By 1793 newspapers had been long 
established in the Western world, and the printers of the Gazette followed the 
standards set by papers in Europe, the United States, and especially British 
North America as to format, style, and content. Virtually all seventeenth and 
eighteenth-century newspapers used the layout that had been established by 
the London Gazette in 1665. This was usually a two-column format, 
occasionally varied to three or four columns. Type was usually Roman and 
italic and type size was commonly pica (12-point), small pica (11-point), and 
bourgeois (9-point). 


The Halifax Gazette, the first newspaper in what is now Canada, was 
founded in 1752. The Quebec Gazette/La Gazette de Québec began 
publication in 1764. By the 1790s there were also papers in Montreal, Saint 
John, and Charlottetown. Most were government controlled or at least 
recipients of government printing jobs and thus shared similarities in content. 
Prominence was given to official information, including laws passed, 
proclamations, notices of land sales, and speeches. Intemational news was 
often included in government newspapers. In the Upper Canada Gazette it 
was referred to as "foreign intelligence" and was usually extracted from 
American (especially New York, Albany, and Philadelphia) or London papers 
and could be anywhere from one month to six months old. Early newspapers 
carried no bylines or headlines such as we are accustomed to today. The 
heading for an article often read "From a New York paper" or "We have 
extracted the following from a London paper." 


In the early years of setthement, local news did not fill much space 
in the government newspapers, especially when communities had small 
populations and word of mouth was a more effective method of 
communicating local events. Notices from the public accepted for publication 
in the paper ranged from articles for sale to rewards for the return of strayed 
cows and fugitive slaves, threats against people who might be harbouring 
runaway wives, or petitions to the Legislature. The printers also included 
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advertisements from local merchants, and while these took up little space, 
they would have generated essential income for those printers who could not 
subsist solely on government printing jobs. 


The Printers 


The Upper Canada Gazette survived for more than fifty years, largely 
because of government support and despite the disadvantages of untrained or 
inexperienced printers and the fact that much of Upper Canada remained a 
hinterland for at least half of the paper’s existence. Overall, the Gazette 
resembled contemporary newspapers, but upon closer inspection it is evident 
that not all its printers possessed the talent, training, and expertise of printers 
elsewhere. For example, illustrations first appeared in the Upper Canada 
Gazette in 1801. By contrast, the Halifax Gazette had been using illustrations 
since its founding in 1752. Of the eleven individuals hired by the 
government to operate its printing office between 1793 and 1844, several had 
not been trained as printers. Titus Geer Simons was a soldier, John Cameron 
a merchant, and Robert Horne an army surgeon and later a banker; Robert 
Stanton had held various civil appointments, including magistrate. Clearly, 
trained foremen on whom they could rely to do the actual typesetting and 
printing were hard to find. Louis Roy and John Bennett, both of whom had 
received training in the office of the Quebec Gazette, Charles Fothergill, who 
had long had literary interests, and Richard Watson were the best qualified 
to fill the position of govemment printer, and their expertise is evident in the 
papers they issued. 


If expertise was not always a requisite for the position of govemment 
printer, support of the government was. The political opinions of the printers 
were Often pitted against government policy and were the cause for dismissal, 
rather than a lack of qualifications. Non-government information might be 
included in the Gazette so long as it was not aS prominent as government 
business and was favourable, or at least impartial to the government and the 
Crown. Anti-government sentiment usually resulted in the printer’s dismissal. 
All but four printers were dismissed or resigned because of conflicts over the 
content of the Gazette. Only Louis Roy, who resigned to retum to Lower 
Canada, and John Cameron and Richard Watson, who both died in office, 
seem to have had a harmonious relationship with the government for the 
length of their tenure. 


The Upper Canada Gazette 
Louis Roy 


Lieutenant Governor Simcoe arrived from England in the fall of 1791 
and spent the winter and spring of 1792 in Lower Canada. While there, 
probably in the Montreal printing office of Fleury Mesplet, he met Louis Roy 
and subsequently appointed him the first government printer for Upper 
Canada. Roy had been apprenticed to William Brown, proprietor of the 
Quebec Gazette, whose shop, later owned by Samuel Neilson, handled both 
commercial and government contracts. Roy travelled to Upper Canada in the 
fall of 1792 but did not begin printing the Gazette until the following spring. 
As govemment printer, he was required to publish the official weekly 
newspaper, which would include notices, proclamations, and speeches, as 
instructed by various government officials.* He was also responsible for 
printing the statutes and any proclamations, speeches, and other documents 
that were separately issued. 


Roy’s first order to England was for 


40 reams of crown paper; 80 reams of demy; 20 reams of 
foolscap; 20 reams of printing post; 6 reams of 4" gilt post; 3 
reams of wrapping post; | ledger and day book; 2 barrels of ink.° 


Shortly after, a second order was Sent for 


6 bundles of printing demy; 8 reams of printing crown; 10 reams 
of printing post; 8 reams of folio foolscap, plain; 9 reams of 
quarto post, plain; 4 reams of quarto post, gilt; and 6 reams of 
quarto post, black edge.° 


Roy also ordered a large shipment of type, consisting of a "varied assortment 
of type suitable for headings and title-pages ... [as well as] a series of type 
faces, both in Roman and Italic, comprising Brevier, Long Primer, Small Pica, 
Pica, Great Primer, and Double Pica."’ 


The supply of type was less of a problem than paper for the printers 
of the Gazette. Although it had to be imported, type could be reused and had 
to be replaced only after it became worn. (There would be no local supplier 
of type until the 1850s, when the Montreal Type Foundry opened an office 
in Toronto.’) 
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GRAVES SIMCOE, 

PROCLAMATION 

For the fuppreffion of Vice, Profanene’s 3 Immorality, 
_. BY HIS Excertency 
JOHN GRAVES SIMCOE, Efvuire, 

Lieutenant Governor @ Colmel Conmantirg ths Mcjefy's 

Forces, inthe Proviove of Upper Cova.’n, 
W£EEREAS itistie | difponrble 
caty of all Peop.s, cau ore 
efpecially of aN Choics.n Motions, to 
Hene and adsasre the Hiower it 
g Service of Alieciiw un, sed to 
@ difeournge and sipre's ail Vis, 
Protanetiels sid on eet, whet 
ifnot timely prevented may jully Gow Gow, toc Lav ce 
Vengeance upan Usandour Country? Acd liv, : 
paving for the promotic su! Viniue, atic yr tee 


to the beft interef's of Hie J otjedus, giver co. Siecre 
caulng all Laws made ag.ii: bisiy) - Nthuas ane. p 
Adultery, Fornication, ulygemy, ts. 7b. Pro \ 

tO S cacels 


of the Lords Day, Swearing o::d Drunke:c: 
put in Execution in every pirt of the Seavine, Peo 
therelore dire, require and command the Pos oO Teer 
and Conftables of the feveral Towns and ‘torr... 6, to 
make prefentinent upon Oath, of any of te View. v-fore 
mentioned, to the Juftices of the Peace in their Sei!.on, 
or to any of the other temporal Courts: And for 
the more effefual proceeding herein, all Judge:, Juftices 
and Magiftrates and all other officers concerned for 
putting the Laws againft Crimes and Otfences into exe- 
cution, are direRed and conuninded to exert theinfelves, 
for the due profecution and punilhment ofall perfons, 
who fhall prefume to cftend in any of the kinds alore- 
faiu; and alfo of all perfons that, contrary to their 
duty, {hall be remifs or negligent in putting the {aid 
Laws in exegition. And Ido further charge and com- 
mind, that this Proclamation be publickly read in all 
Courts of Juftice, on the firft day of every Seffion to 
be held in the courfe of the prefent year, and more cf- 
pecially in fuch of His Majefty’s Courts, as have the 
Cognizance of Crimes and Otfences; recommending the 
fai.e, to all Chriftian Minitters of every denomination, 
te caufe the fame Proclamation to beread tour times 
in the faid year, immediately after Divine Service, in 
all plices of Puklic Worthip, and that they do their ut- 
moft Endeavour, to incite their refpeétive Auditors to 
the praétice of Piety and Virtue,and the avoiding of every 
courle, contrary to the pure Morality of the Religion 
of the Holy Goilpel ot Jeius Chrift. 

Given under my Handand Seal at Arms at the Go- 
vernment Houle, Navy Ha ct, the Eleventh 
day of April, im the Year of our Lord One 
thoufand feven Hundred and Ninety-three, and 
in the Thirty-thizd Year of His Majefty’s 


Reigr. 
BAL EAKY 


By His Excellen>y’s Command, 
Wu. JARVIS, Secretary. 
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THE KING'S SPEECH 
TO BOTH HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. 
December 13, 1792+ 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
H AVING judged it neceTaxy toembody a part of 


the militia of this Kinedown, J have in purfuance 

of the provifons of the tite, called you together 
within the time timied for that rurpo/le, it is on every 
aceour:t, a cte.t Stisiatton to ie te meet you in Pur- 
Henent at thie ccrjun‘ are. (iiouid nave been happy 
if Yeonld hove aenoun ca to you the fecure and un- 
diturbed continuance of ail the bieTings which my 
fuliecis have dlerived from a fate of tranquility ; but 
eveits have recently occurred which require our united 
Vietlarice and exertion in order to preferve the advunta- 
eo3 whica re F cehitherto e-ioyed. 

The fecitions prittices wiich have been ina great 
meafure checked oe our firm and explicit de-lur:tion 
inthe li@ feflion, aad by the gener] concurrence of my 
people in the fame fentiments, have of late been more 
openly renewed, and with increaled aftiviQ®, A fpirit of 
eae and diforder (the natural confequence of fuch 
praétices) has (hewn itfelfin aéts of riot and infurrection, 
which reqnired the interpofition of a military force in 
fupport of the Civil Magifirate. The indufiry employed 
to excite difcontent on vsrious pretexts agd in ditferent 
purts of the kingdom has appeured to proceed froma 
defign toaitemptthe deftruction of ourhappy conftituti- 
on, and the fubverfion of all crder and government ; and 
this de‘i¢n hus evidently been purfued in conneétion, 
and concert with perfons in foreign countries. 

I have carefuly obferved a ftriét neutrality in the pre- 
fent war on the continent, and have uniformly abftained 
from any interference with refpeét to the internal affairs 
of Franc; but it is impoflible for me to fee, without 
the moft ferious uneafinefs, the Mrong and increafing 
indications which have appeared there of an intention 
to excite difturbances in other countries, to dilregard 
the rights of neutral nations, and to purfue views of con- 
queft and agrindizement; as well as to adopt tow rds my 
allies the States General (who have obferved the faid 
neutrality with myfelf) meafures which are neither con- 
formable to the law of nations, nor to the pofitive fti- 
pulatioas of exifting treaties. Underall thefe circumftan- 
ces I have felt it my indifpenfible duty to have recourle 
to thofe means of prevention and internal defence with 
which Lam entrufted by law; and Ihave allo thought 
it right to take fteps for making fome auginentation of 
my naval and military force, being per{uided that thefe 
exertions sre necelfiry in the prefent ftate of affairs, and 
are beft calculated both to maintain internal tranguility, 
and to rerder a firm and temperate conduét eHectual for 
preferving the bleflings of peace. 

Nothing will be negle€ted on my part that can contri- 


‘bute tothat important objeét,confiftent!vwit he fecurity 


of my kingdoms,tand with the faitfull perforinance ot en- 
piece which we are bound equally by intereft and 
honour to fulfil, 


Front page of the first issue of the Upper Canada Gazette, 18 April 1793. 
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Printing press probably used to print the Upper Canada Gazette. 
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The first press used to print the Upper Canada Gazette was a 
wooden screw press. It was purchased second-hand by Simcoe from Samuel 
Neilson in Quebec City. This English-made common press was the type in 
use in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. 


[It] called for the inking of the type-form by hand, the setting of 
the sheet of paper on the form, the lowering of the tympan, the 
turning of a crank to bring the form under the platen for the 
impression, and the pulling of a lever to exert the necessary 
pressure. The process sounds awkward and cumbersome and 
tedious, as indeed it was; though a journeyman printer and an 
apprentice working together could obtain as many as from forty 
to fifty impressions an hour.’ 


The press would be used by the printers of the Upper Canada Gazette until 
1813, when it was severely damaged following the capture of York by 
American forces during the War of 1812. 


The first issue of the Upper Canada Gazette, or American Oracle 
appeared on 18 April 1793. It was a four-page folio, had a two-column 
layout, and measured nine by fourteen inches. The masthead carried the seal 
of Upper Canada and the royal motto "Dieu et Mon Droit." As might be 
expected, the front page of the first issue gave prominence to Simcoe’s 
proclamation. Almost half of the issue was devoted to "foreign intelligence” 
and, not surprisingly, very little attention given to local news. About half a 
page was taken up with advertisements and notices, including — an 
announcement to all cultivators of barley that a ready market for their grain 
would be ensured through the construction of a brewery later in the summer. 


The Lieutenant Governor’s proclamation in the inaugural issue was 
a strong statement about the laws 


made against Blasphemy, Profaneness, Adultery, Fornication, 
Polygamy, Incest, Profanation of the Lords Day, Swearing and 
Drunkeness, to be strictly put in Execution in every part of the 
Province.'” 


Roy’s introduction of his newspaper to the public was assigned to the back 
page and is reproduced below as it originally appeared. 
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The Editor of this News Paper, respectfully informs the Public, 
that the flattering prospect which he has of an extensive sale for 
his new undertaking, has enabled him to augment the size 
originally proposed from a Demy Quarto to a Folio. 

The encouragement he has met, will call forth every exertion 
he is master of, so as to render the paper useful entertaining and 
instructive, he will be very happy in being favoured with such 
communications as may contribute to the information of the 
public, from those who shall be disposed to assist him, and in 
particular shall be highly flattered in becoming the Vehicle of 
Intelligence in this growing Province, of whatever may tend to its 
internal benefit and common advantage. In order to preserve the 
Veracity of his paper, which will be the first object of his 
attention, it will be requisite that all transactions of a domestic 
nature, such as Deaths, Marriages, &c. be communicated under 
real signatures.’ 


The Upper Canada Gazette sold for three dollars per annum in 
1793." It is not certain what the circulation was in the early days, but a 
notice in the 19 July 1794 issue requested that subscriptions be paid up and 
asked that payment be made to local agents situated in Newark, York, 
Kingston, and Detroit, an indication that the newspaper received fairly wide 
distribution throughout the province. 


* The decimal system of currency (dollars and cents) was not adopted as official 
in what is now Ontario until 1858. Until then a mixture of dollars and pounds was 
in use. To further complicate matters, different regions of British North America 
used local standards, so that there was Halifax currency, Quebec currency, and York 
Currency, as well as pounds sterling. Throughout the Upper Canada Gazette there 
are references to all these currencies. For example, it was common for the paper to 
quote subscription rates in dollars and advertising rates in shillings, while payments 
for services might be made in York, Quebec, or Halifax currency. 


According to A.B. McCullough in Money and Exchange in Canada to 1900 (Toronto: 
Dundurn Press, 1984), the British government valued the dollar at four shillings and 
six pence prior to 1825 and at four shillings and four pence after 1825. See also the 
chapter "Currency and Banking, 1760-1841" in Canada and its Provinces, edited by 
Adam Shortt and Arthur G. Doughty (Toronto: Glasgow, Brook and Company, 1914), 
vol. 4. 
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The Upper Canada Gazette 


Roy left the Upper Canada Gazette and the province in late 1794. 
The following year he launched the bilingual Montreal Gazette/La Gazette de 
Montréal. His tenure as Upper Canada’s printer had been brief, but his 
contribution to the Upper Canada Gazette should not be underestimated. 
Simcoe was fortunate to have had a printer with his qualifications. Roy’s 
knowledge and skills enabled him to establish, on the frontier, a newspaper 
that was similar in style and appearance to those in more established areas of 
North America. 


Gideon and Silvester Tiffany 


Louis Roy was replaced by Gideon Tiffany in 1794. Gideon was 
joined later by his brother Silvester, who was appointed assistant printer in 
1796. Both were trained craftsmen who had learned the printing trade in their 
native United States. Born in 1759, Silvester apparently began his training 
in 1777. By 1791 he had his own printing shop in Lansingburgh (Troy), 
New York.’* Gideon, bom in 1774, joined his brother there after 
completing his education in New Hampshire." 


The Tiffanys made dramatic changes to the Upper Canada Gazette 
in both layout and content. In the summer of 1795 Gideon began using a 
three-column format, and increased the use of italics and small type. The 
smaller type allowed him more space for content, but it also made the paper 
more cluttered in appearance and difficult to read. 


Under the Tiffanys the paper contained a greater amount of American 
news, much of it on the front page. Government proclamations, often in fine 
print, were relegated to the back pages with the local news. Occasionally, 
Gideon printed his own advertisements on the front page. For example, on 
2 November 1796 he used a front-page column to list books he had received 
and which were for sale at the printing office. 


When there was not enough American news or if ‘foreign 
intelligence" had not been received, Tiffany printed literary material. Poetry 
and anecdotes appeared as early as 5 October 1796. Although they were 
usually not signed, the paper from which they were extracted was often noted. 
Beginning on 26 October that year and running for several weeks was a 
feature essay signed by "The Lay Preacher,” which contained thoughts of the 
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day on proper moral behaviour. In the same October issue was an article on 
"Subjects for the Consideration of Ladies, Delicacy and Bashfulness." 


On 14 December 1796 Tiffany published the first letter to the editor, 
signed by Trim Sharp of 40 Mile Creek (now Grimsby), commenting on the 
state of roads in the colony. 


People have long complained of the roads in this province; 
strangers, in particular, who come from places in the world where 
roads are considered as convenient to interest and pleasure, have 
not hesitated to declare them the worst in the world. 


Tiffany had Simcoe’s permission to print news and extracts from 
other newspapers, but the Lieutenant Govemor expressed "concem with the 
political content of Gideon Tiffany’s Gazette"'* and expected his printer to 
be loyal and support the British government. In 1795 Simcoe’s secretary, 
E.B. Littlehales, had written to Gideon, 


The Lieutenant Governor wishing the Upper Canada Gazette to 
improve by degrees and to establish a character, is desirous that 
this character should be founded in its truth. He therefore as I 
believe, he personally told you that you might print all news, 
provided you gave the authority of the paper from whence it was 
taken, can have no objection to your continuing to do so. Of 
course your Own good sense and discretion in a variety of 
intelligence would induce you to prefer that, if it appears to be 
true, which is most favourable to the British Government. You 
may depend upon it that while you act uprightly and industriously, 
you will meet with His Excellency’s support.'° 


This directive appears to have been ignored by the Tiffanys. They continued 
to print the Upper Canada Gazette as though it was a free and independent 
paper over which they had complete editorial control. Simcoe seems to have 
been willing to allow the inclusion of non-government news in the paper but 
was determined not to hand over complete editorial control to his printers. 
The Tiffanys, however, were not only printers, they were also journalists. 
Simcoe’s interest in the newspaper was as a means of publicizing government 
business; the Tiffanys were more concerned with reporting news. The 
differences were never resolved. 
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No amount of government support could ensure delivery of supplies. 
Shipments from England or the United States were not always reliable, 
occasionally being disrupted by shipwreck or war, and importing from the 
United States was viewed as anti-British. Gideon Tiffany was severely 
reprimanded by Littlehales for procuring paper from New York State. In a 
letter dated 15 February 1796, Littlehales wrote to Tiffany, 


His Excellency is much surprised in seeing an advertisement in 
the late Gazette you published respecting the scarcity of paper in 
Albany. Iam therefore to signify to you, that in future, you must 
procure paper from Montreal, as you will not be permitted to get 
it from the United States.'° 


Despite criticism from Simcoe’s administration, Gideon Tiffany 
continued as government printer until 1797, when he was disqualified from 
public office by a court conviction.’’ Silvester remained as assistant printer 
until 1798. Following their departure from the Gazette office, the Tiffanys 
founded Upper Canada’s first independent newspaper, the Canada 
Constellation, on 19 July 1799. It lasted about a year ceasing some time in 
1800. In 1801 Silvester founded another weekly, the Niagara Herald. It too 
was short-lived; the last issue appeared on 28 August 1802. 


Titus Geer Simons and William Waters 


Simcoe left Upper Canada in 1796. His successor, Peter Hunter, did 
not arrive until 1799. In the interim the administration of the province was 
handled by Peter Russell, president of the Executive Council. After Gideon 
Tiffany left office, the Council took steps to ensure that the Upper Canada 
Gazette was first and foremost a government newspaper. Its first move was 
to appoint Titus Geer Simons as Tiffany’s replacement. Simons was a former 
soldier with no printing experience. After Tiffany’s tenure, however, the 
administration was more concemed to have a printer loyal to the government 
than with its appointee’s qualifications. Simons was the son of a Loyalist, 
while the Tiffanys were recent immigrants from the United States. In 
addition to the appointment of a "safe" individual as printer, the Executive 
Council exercised more direct control over how government information was 
presented in the Gazette. At its meeting on 25 April 1798, the Council 
resolved "That he [Simons] print in the first page of this paper all 
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proclamations and also whatever issues from the Lieutenant Govermor’s 
Office.""* 


Despite his lack of experience, Simons appeared determined to 
enhance the content of the Gazette. In the introductory column of his first 
issue on 20 September 1797, he asked for the continued support of the 
subscribers and expressed the desire to make the Gazette more useful and 
interesting. He hoped that this would be possible because the establishment 
of postal service between York and the United States’ garrison at Fort 
Niagara would give him greater access to foreign, primarily American, 
newspapers and those from eastern British North America. The postal service 


opens a correspondence with every part of the United States, and 
the Provinces of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick &c. and will be a 
continued source of new and interesting intelligence. To improve 
the important advantage to the rendering the Gazette useful, will 
be his particular attention. 


The postal service provided the Gazette with another public function. 
Since the post master was required only to receive letters but not to ensure 
their delivery, Simons used the Gazette to print the names of those for whom 
mail was being held. To accommodate the subscribers, he changed the 
publication date of the Gazette from Wednesday to Saturday so as to include 
notice of mail delivered from the United States, which arrived each Thursday. 


Simons’s organization of the content of the Gazette gave it a less 
Cluttered appearance than it had had under Tiffany. With the first page 
reserved for government affairs, he devoted the second and third pages to 
foreign news and extracts from other newspapers, which were useful, 
according to him, because they "served to exhilarate the spirits, inform the 
understanding, reform the manners, or mend the heart; which though it be no 
news is highly preferable to bad news."’” Advertisements and local news 
appeared on the back page. Very little local news was printed since word-of- 
mouth communication was still more timely than a weekly newspaper. 
However, in a letter printed in the Gazette on 15 February 1800 a reader felt 
there was a need for birth, marriage, and death notices: 


These are to us [the rural population] of far more importance than 
affairs of state, or the history of war; they are matters that come 


home to our business and bosoms. 
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There continued to be concem among the Executive Council that too 
much American news appeared in the Gazette. John Elmsley, the Chief 
Justice, felt that the Tiffanys exerted too much influence over Simons. 


Pray is there no possibility of having another Printer? for tho’ 
Simons’s name is used, the Tiffany’s are the real managers. The 
King’s Speech was after some time inserted: & the address of 
both houses, as that of the Lords; but the King’s answer, the 
finest thing in Modern History, & which ought to be circulated in 
all his Dominions, & got by heart by all his Subjects, has never 
made its appearance; while every trifle relating to the damn’d 
States is printed in large character.”° 


Elmsley’s concern might have been justified. Gideon Tiffany, while no 
longer associated with the paper, lived in Newark (now called Niagara), and 
his brother Silvester was still Simons’s assistant. Lending support to 
Elmsley’s accusation is the fact that the Legislature had relocated from 
Niagara to York in 1796, but the Gazette continued to be printed at Niagara. 
At an arm’s length from the seat of government, the Tiffanys could have 
exercised considerable influence over the loyal, but inexperienced Simons. 


Elmsley’s concem was resolved in 1798 when William Waters was 
appointed co-printer with Simons, replacing Silvester Tiffany. Later that year 
the Gazette office moved to York. The new partnership, under the style 
"Wm. Waters and T.G. Simons," continued until 1801. From all appearances 
it was an amicable union. In 1799 Peter Hunter was installed as the new 
Lieutenant Governor, and before the end of the year, Waters and Simons were 
the first printers in Upper Canada officially to carry the title "Printers to the 
King’s Most Excellent Majesty," bestowed by proclamation on 24 
September.”' Towards the end of their tenure, they wrote in a notice "To 
the Public," which was printed in every issue throughout January 1801, that 
they had worked hard at their objective of expanding the paper. 


During the past year they [Waters and Simons] have considerably 
increased the dimensions of their paper, and, not satisfied with 
adding to the bulk, have contrived to render the columns still 
more capacious, by printing a proportion (occasionally) of the 
occurrences of the week in a small type. Therefore, the Friends 
and Patrons of the Gazette, will find a very material augmentation 
of size and contents, without any augmentation of price. 


Al 
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By the middle of 1801, Waters and Simons had been dismissed for 
reporting that William Allan, a prominent financial figure and a holder of 
several public offices, would be a candidate in the election of 1800. The 
report was false, and Allan was so incensed that he used his considerable 
influence to have the printers dismissed.** They were replaced by John 
Bennett, who brought excellent credentials, having trained in Samuel 
Neilson’s shop, where Louis Roy had apprenticed. 


Bennett’s issues of the Upper Canada Gazette continued to combine 
government edicts with essays, poems, and miscellaneous items. As his 
predecessors had done, Bennett sought to make the paper interesting and of 
high calibre. His introductory column on 28 July 1801 explains, 


The Oracle [Upper Canada Gazette] will comprehend all domestic 
intelligence, as also such productions as may conduce to improve 
the mind without injuring the morals; but licentious writings and 
personal invective will be carefully avoided and constantly 
rejected. 

A small department of the Paper will also be allotted to useful 
and entertaining Miscellany and the most esteemed production of 
the muses. 


The House of Assembly was prorogued in March 1804, and that 
spring Bennett carried notices for election candidates in the Gazette. On 12 
May, for example, letters addressed to the "Free and Independent Electors" 
of Durham, Simcoe, and the East Riding of York, signed by candidates 
Angus MacDonell and William Weekes, appeared in the paper. Issues from 
the time of the previous election in 1800 do not survive, and these notices in 
1804 are the earliest known examples of campaign literature in the Gazette, 
though Waters and Simons had earlier printed notices for candidates in the 
form of broadsides. On 19 May Bennett published the locations and dates for 
the elections to be held 11 and 18 June, and the election results appeared in 
the paper on 4 August 1804. 


Bennett enjoyed a lengthy stay as "Printer to the King," from July 


1801 until he relinquished his duties in March 1807, as a result of a salary 
dispute with the government. (It is not clear whether he was fired or 
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resigned.) His accomplishments, in addition to the weekly Gazette, had 
included a volume of statutes, published in 1804, containing all the laws 
passed in Upper Canada since 1792, as well as the British statutes governing 
the colony, the first such collection produced in Upper Canada. 


John Cameron 


Bennett was succeeded by John Cameron, a merchant. Two months 
after Bennett left, he returned to the Gazette office and continued as printer 
with Cameron for another year.’ No explanation was given in the paper, 
but it is suspected that Cameron needed Bennett’s printing expertise.” 
Cameron’s first edition of 15 April 1807 appeared with some significant 
differences. The name of the paper was changed to the York Gazette. The 
new name was not explained in the paper which had been printed in York 
since 1798. The second change was from a three to a four-column layout, 
which easily fit onto the larger ten by sixteen inch paper Bennett had begun 
using in 1806. 


Cameron’s choice of content for the York Gazette throughout 1806 
and 1807 reflects prosperous, peaceful times for the growing colony of Upper 
Canada. The 9 May 1806 issue listed the public school trustees for all the 
districts, and the issue of 23 May announced the appointment of George Okill 
Stuart as teacher of the district school in the town of York, to open the first 
of June. Also in the 9 May issue was an excerpt "From the 11" no. of Bell’s 
monthly publications of la Belle Assemblée" describing London fashions for 
women. A report from Niagara on 13 June 1807 recounts the splendour of 


a ball held in celebration of the King’s birthday: 


about 50 couple [sic] of spirited dancers occupied the floor till 
one o’clock, when they retired into the Supper Room, where a 
most sumptuous Entertainment served up with true English 
elegance was provided. Everything rare and good was found on 
the hospitable Board ... 

On the whole, the Birth Day was celebrated with a splendour 
and magnificence hitherto unknown in this country. 


The Upper Canada Gazette 


An article in the 25 July 1807 issue comments on the lack of crime. That the 
"House of Correction has remained so long unoccupied by, either Misfortune, 
or Irregularity [is a source of] pride for the Home District." 


Still, "Letitia," the writer of a letter that appeared in the same issue, 
had something to complain about. 


Amongst the subjects requiring Legislative interference in this 
country, I see none at this moment which demands it more 
seriously than the number of Bachelors with which the province 
is infested. 


The irritated correspondent goes on to argue that bachelors should be taxed 
and made to wear a "distinguishing badge." In his reply, Cameron, perhaps 
tongue in cheek, pointed out that there was an abundance of female beauty 
in the province and that "if fining was insufficient, imprisonment might be 
added." 


The prosperity of the period is also marked by the increase in 
advertisements for dry goods merchants, hat manufacturers, mills on the 
Humber River, a newly opened "beef-steak & beer house," a tailoring 
business, a blacksmith and farrier’s, and a watch and clock business. As 
might be expected, the advertising tells us more about the commercial 
development of York than it does about the rest of the province. Despite a 
large circulation area, most advertisements were for goods and services in the 
capital. The Gazette would be the only newspaper in York until 1820, but 
as newspapers were founded in other localities in the province, beginning at 
Niagara in 1799, merchants who advertised increasingly chose papers closer 
to where their customers were located. 


From late 1807 until the middle of 1808 shipments from England 
were disrupted by the Napoleonic Wars in Europe. The Gazette was printed 
on inferior, coarse paper, and shortage of paper forced Cameron to issue a 
Gazette of smaller dimensions. By the end of 1807, as tensions mounted in 
Europe, he devoted more space to extracts from foreign newspapers. When 
British North America and the United States became involved in war in 1812, 
the Gazette continued to keep its readers informed with extracts and reports 
from Canadian and American sources. For the years preceding the War of 
1812, the Gazette is an important source of information on the events that led 
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PROCLAMATION 
FOR 
PARDONING DESERTERS 


FROM 
His Majefty’s Regular Land Forces. 
WAR OFFICE, Axguft, 25, 1808. 
HEREAS it has been reprefented 
to THs KING, That there are 
atthis Time feveral DESERTERS from 
the aifferent Recucar Cores in His Ma 
yes‘y’s Lano Seavice, whe might be in- 
duced to re:urn to their Lury by an Offer 
of Hiv Majelty’s Gracious ’arvon, and 
that fuch an Inftance of His Rayal Cle- 
mercy would have a due Influence up- 
on their future Behaviour; His Majefty 
bas been gracioufly vleafed to grant His 
Fyee PARDON w all DESERTERS 
from His Recutar Lanp Foxcys, who 
fh.ul furrener themfelves, on or b- ore 
the Twenty-touiith of OCTOBER. to 
the Commasding Othcer of any Rezt 
men:, or to aay of the Superintending 
Field Othcers of the Recruiting Service, 
whole S:ations are mentioned in the Mar- 
gin hereof, or to the Con:mandant of the 
Aimy Depot in the Ifle of Wight. 

Such Deferters, tf Able bodied Men 
and fit for Service, fhall be fent to the Re- 
giments from which they refpettivcly.de- 

ferted, or be appointed to 


Durham fuch Regiments in the Uni- 
Carlifle ted Kingdom as His Majefty 
Leeds may be pleafed to com- 
Dlancheer mand; and, when fo placed, 
Nottingham (hall not be liable to be 
Ipfwich claimed by any other Corps 
Shrew/bury to which they may formerly 
Birmingham have belonged. 

Hereford AND WHEREAS many 
Bedford of the faid Deferters may 
Maidfione have enlifted.in other Regu 
Glouceher _ lar Corps, and are ndw ferv- 
Southampton ing therein, His Majefty ig 
Wells gracioufly pleafed to extend 
Londo® to fuch Deferters the Benefit 


of this Pardon; and to dire@ 
that they fhall continue to ferve in the 
Corps wherein they now are, upon de- 
claring themfelves to their ref{pettive 
Commanding Officers, on or before the 
Twenty-fourth of OCTOBER nem, & 
they fhall not be liable at any future 
Time, to be claimedpby the Regiments 
® which they formerly ferved. 


s — Sas eee = 


The Magittrate to whom any Deferter 
from His Majefty’s Regular Forces may 
furrender himf If, is authorized and re- 
quired to certify the Day on which fuch 
Deferter {urrendered himlelf, which Cer- 
tificate is to continue in Force uml 
the Arrival c! the Deferter at the Fiead 
Quarters of the neareft Military Pott, 
provided he proceed at the Rate of Ten 
Miles a Day, unlefs prevented by Sick- 
nefs, to be certified by fome Medical 
Practitioner on the Back of the Ma- 
giftrace’s Certiticate, or to be otherwife 
proved tothe Satisfattion of the Officer 
Commanding ai fuch Military Poft. 


And with a View to prevent as far as 
poffible all Soluaiersfrom Defertion, after 
these His Majelty’s moft gracious In- 
tentions {hall be made known, His Ma- 
jefly has been pleafed to command, that 
the Name of every Soldier who may 
hereafter Geler, thall be tranfmitted 
throuzh the Secretary at War to the 
Csurch Wardens oi the Parifhes, to 
which the Uelerters belong ; 1n order 
thai their Names may be expoled to pub- 
lic View in the Church, or (ich othercon- 
foicuous Place, as may reader it impoffi- 
ble for Men, who have been guilty of this 
Crime, io return ho-meto their iniends, on 
whoin they have brought difgiace by 
their Mifconduct, without immediate 
Detection; and His Majefty bas further 
commanded, that this Meature fhall be 
made public, that «every Soldier may be 
affured, that the greateft Exertions will 
be ufed for the Apprehention of any Man 
who may hereaf-er defers, and that thofe 
who have already been guilty of that 
Crime, may be aware of the daily Rifk 
they incur of Detection, and of the molt 
fevere Punifhment, if they do not imme 
diately avail themfelves of the Pardon 
held out in this His Majefty’s moft graci- 
ous Proclamation. 

~ Any Soldier who may defert after thefe 
His Majefty’s gracious Intentions are 
made Public, {hall not be included in the 
above Pardon, but be proceeded againft 
with the utmoft Severity. 

It is to be clearly underftood, That this 
Proclamation of Pardon is intended to 
include all Deferters from che Army of 


Referve and Additional Force Act, but 


not to extend te any Uclerter from Hig 
Majefty’s Miliua Forces, 
By His Majefiy's Command, 
Jas. PULTENEY, 
THE COMMANDER OF FIS 
MAJESTY’s FORCES In the BREI- 
TiSH PROVINCES of NORTH 
AMERICA, having received an Ofhcial 
Copy of the above PROCLAMATION 
iffued by His Majelty’s Orders in Eng. 
land and defirous of affording to all De- 
ferters the opportunity of availing them. 
felves of His Majefty’s gracious offer of 
Pardon, is pleated thus to make the fame 
public, and to extend the term to which 
it is limited with refpect to the Provinces 
of UPPER and LOWER CANAD 1- 
to 24th DECEMBER next enfuing, and 
with refpect to fuch perions as are x fi- 
rous of atoning for their paft mifcunduct 
who may come in from beyond the limus 
of thefe Provinces, to 24th FEBRUA. 
RY, that will be in the year 1809. Dew 
ferters are to furrender themfelves to any 
Field Officer or to any o:he: Officer com. 
manding any Detachment or Military Putt 
in either of the aforefaid Provinces, or to 
any Magiftrate near whuin they may be; 
fuch Magiftrate being defired to turnifh 
them with a Certificate of the date,of {uch 
furrender, which Certificate will be in 
force in the ‘fame manner and under the 
fame limitations as directed in His Ma- 
jefty’s Proclamation. 
Given ar Heap Quarters, 
Quebec, 71h November, 1809. 
J. H. CRAIG. 
General, 


By His Excerrency's COMMAND. 
ED. BAYNES, 
Adjutant General, 


ee 


York, Upper Canada, 15th Feby. 1809, 


His Excellency the COMMANDER 
OF THE FORCES has been pleafed ia 
fignify to the LIEUTENANT GOV. 
ERNOR of this PROVINCE, that the 
Time for Deferters furrendering thems 
felves in the PROVINCE OF UPPER 
CANADA, is extended from the 24h of 
FEBRUARY, to the g4th of APRIL 
next enfuing. 


FRANCIS§ GORE, Lieut, Gov 


Front page of the York Gazette, 1 March 1809. 


EVERAL persons Insured in this Of- 
fice, having expressed an anxiety to 
be te-insured. The Board of Directors 
have instructed me to effect the same, on 
all risks, and it is accordingly done at In- 
stitutions of the highest standing. 
P. W. ENGS, President. 


PORT HOPE 
NAIL MANUFACTORY. 
J. BROWN 


EGS leave to inform his Friends 

and the Public, that he has com- 

menced Manufacturing Nails of every de- 

scription, of a superior quality, which he 

will sell for cash or approved bills, as low 

as they can be obtained at any Manufac- 
tory in the United States. 

7-tf. 


Port fope, July 15, 1826. 
GUODS JUST RECEIVED. 
WILLLAM NOORE, 
EGS leave to return his thanks to his 
friends and the public generally, for 
ihe liber:l support he has received trom 
-hem—and informs them that he has just 
received, direct from London and Liver- 
pool, and offers for sale, at Montreal pri- 
ces, he gollow.ng Goods :— 
> JARS of Raw and Boiled Lin- 
@ seed Oil—40 Casks of Nails and | 
Chiains—30 ! Kegs London Ground and 
Dry White Lend—Red Lead—Gunpow- 
der, Cannister, S. 1H. Davy—Bath Bricks— 
Dye Woods—Chalk and Whiting—Blick 
Lead—Sweet Oi]—Windsur Soap—Chi- 
nese and Paient Green Paint—Ochre— 
1 Pipe of fine Old Port—Chuice Vintage— 
Durham Mustard—and a general assort- 
ment of Patent Drugs & Medicines. 
York, August 4, 1826. 10—tf 
TO BE SOLD OR LET. 
ITE House and Lot lately occupied 
by Grant Powell, Esq. on the Suuth 
s:de of Duke Sireet, near the new Bank— 
For terms apply to. 
W. ALLAN. 


August 3, 1829, 10-—8 


Advertisement for various goods, services, and coming attractions, 
U.E. Loyalist, 12 August 1826 


ROYAL CIRCUS. 
Change of Performance. 
TITS Evening, August 12, will be bro’: 
forward for che first time in York, A 
NEW GRAND ENTREE, in which all 
the Horses will be mtvoduced. 

METAMORPHOSE of the SACK, 
on two Tlorses, or, The Clown Deveived 
by a Woman, by Mr. Blanchard, and con- 
clude with Zhe Fricassee Dance. 

HORSEMANSHIP, by Master Less- 
Le, ‘he undaunted youth, who will introduce 
a number of surprising Feats, never at- 
tempted by any person of his age, being 
only ten years old, in which he will go 
throagh the Stirrup Trick. 

FLYING VAULTING, by the whule 
troop of Flying Vaulters. Riding Master, 
Mr. G. Blonchard—Clown Mr. W. Jones. 

MILLER’S FROLIC, 
Or, My Grandmothers Return from Mill, 
Grancimosher, Mr. G. blanchara. 
Gawer Grist, the Miller - ” — Athins, 
Clown, - : : : » OW. Jones, 
Mil.er’s Boys, - Ry the rest of the Company. 

HORSEMANSHIP, by Mr. T. Jones, 
his first appearance, who will go through 
many extraordmary feats over whips, gare 
ters, &e. &e. 

Vhe laugheble fert of The Clown and 
Butterfly, by Mr. W. Ji nes. 

‘Lhe whole to conclude with T. Jones’ 
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up to it, and once hostilities broke on the continent, it regularly reported on 
government policy regarding the war and on the outcome of. battles. 
Unfortunately, the Gazette was silenced in 1813. During the American 
occupation of York, the printing press was extensively damaged, and the 
paper was suspended until late 1814. 


Robert Charles Horne 


Cameron died in November 1815 and was replaced by his assistant, 
Edward W. McBride, who printed the paper for a few months. In 1817 Dr. 
Robert Charles Home, an army surgeon who had served in the War of 1812, 
became King’s Printer. One of his first acts was to change the name of the 
newspaper from the York Gazette back to the Upper Canada Gazette. 
Horne’s four-year tenure as govemment printer was marked by two 
controversies that resulted in his being called before the Bar of the House of 
Assembly. Neither incident improved his relationship with Sir Peregrine 
Maitland, the Lieutenant Governor. 


The first incident revolved around the question of authorship. In the 
Gazette of 18 March 1819, Horne printed an advertisement for the Statutes 
of Upper Canada, which he stated he had authored. The House took 
exception to his claim of authorship, though there is little doubt that he had 
the authority to print the Statutes. On 21 March Horne was summoned to the 
Bar to face a breach of privileges charge. He was required to acknowledge 
that he had committed the offence and to apologize.” 


Horme’s second controversy involved the reporting of the proceedings 
of the House of Assembly. Upper Canada had been committed since 1792 
to making public its laws, proclamations, and notices, but it was only in 1820 
that the province decided to report the proceedings of the House of Assembly. 
By comparison, in Great Britain William Cobbett began reporting 
parliamentary debates in 1803, and the United States started reporting the 
debates of the Senate and House in 1807. John Carey and later Francis 
Collins were hired by the House of Assembly to report its proceedings,”° 
which were then printed in the Upper Canada Gazette and other newspapers 
in York, Kingston, and elsewhere in the province. Despite official sanction, 
parliamentary reporting was not always unbiased. Neither Carey nor Collins 
were government supporters, and their reform views were often reflected in 
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their reports. In February 1821 Home was ordered before the Bar of the 
House a second time to answer questions relating to reports of the debates 
printed in the Upper Canada Gazette, which were said to contain "a gross 
misrepresentation of the proceedings of the House" and to constitute "a breach 
of its privileges."”’ Although, as Home pointed out to the House, Collins 
had been responsible for the reports, as printer he himself was accountable for 
their accuracy. He apologized, was ordered to print a retraction of the 
reports, and was able to retain his position.”* 


Following this incident, Sir Peregrine Maitland ordered Horne not to 
print the debates in the Upper Canada Gazette.’ However, Horne seems 
to have been committed to publishing them, and he continued to do so by 
issuing a Second section of the Upper Canada Gazette called the York Weekly 
Post. The first issue of the Post was dated 22 February 1821. From then on, 
Hore printed all govemment notices, proclamations, and other official 
business in the Upper Canada Gazette and included non-government material, 
including the debates, in the York Weekly Post. 


The price of the Gazette had increased to four dollars in 1798, and 
by 1820 Home was charging an additional half-dollar for delivery by post. 
The price in 1826 would be twenty shillings per annum. (It was reduced to 
fifteen shillings in 1829, possibly because the Loyalist section of the Gazette, 
which contained the non-govemment information, was discontinued.) These 
rates resemble those charged by other newspapers of the era. The Quebec 
Gazette sold for three dollars per annum in 1764 and four dollars in 1800. 
The first independent paper in Upper Canada, the Canada Constellation, 
established in 1799, sold for four dollars a year. Price stability for the Upper 
Canada Gazette was maintained through a combination of govemment 
Support and advertising revenue. Subscribers frequently lacked cash with 
which to pay for goods and services, and this fact may have dissuaded the 
printer from increasing prices. In the 13 January 1808 issue the printer 
placed an advertisement asking for a settling of accounts and expressing a 
willingness to accept produce from those who did not have cash. 


Sales and subscriptions were handled by a system of agents 
established across the province. By 1820 there were nineteen agents, located 
from Glengarry County and the towns of Cornwall, Perth, and Kingston in the 
east, along the shores of Lake Ontario to York, Dundas, and Niagara, and 
west to Amherstburg. By 1823 distribution included Quebec City, Montreal, 
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MONUMENT IN MEMORY OF THE tT MASON 
GENERAL SIR ISAAC BROCK K B 


HE Commissioners for erecting the Monument vo- 

SB. ted by the Provincin! Legislature, in memory of 

the late Major General Sir Isaac Brock, KB. give no- 

lice that they are ready to receive proposals from any 

person or persons who may be desirous of contracting 
to execute the sime, 

The Morument which is desig: ed to be a Tower of 
cut-stone fifiy feet in height, and sixteen feet in dia- 
meter at the base, with a winding stone stair inside, 
and a vanit underneath, is to be erected on Queens- 
ton Heiglits, on a sctte to be pointed out by tre Com 
missioners, and to he commenced on the first of May 
next, and completed during the season. 

Stone and Lime, of a suitable quality, are abundant 
within halfa mile of the place 

A model of the intended Tower may be seen on ap. 
plication to any et the Commissioners, or to Juhn Mac- 
aulay, Esq. Kingston. 

THOMAS CLARK, 

THOMAS DICKSON, 5 Commissioners. 
ROBERT NICHOL, 
Niagara, Nov. 4th, 1823. 6w— 46. 


Notice for tenders for the construction of a monument to General Isaac Brock, 
Upper Canada Gazette, 27 November 1823. 


Charles Fothergill, printer of the Upper Canada Gazette, 1821-1825. 
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Hawkesbury, Hull, Prescott, Pickering, Whitby, and St. Catharines. There 
were incentives to increase sales, a notice in 1824 stating, 


Any Agent obtaining 3 Subscribers has a paper for himself at half 
price; - if he obtains 6 he has his own paper gratis; - and for as 
many as he obtains above 6 he will receive besides his own paper, 
a Commission of 5 per cent upon the whole amount.” 


The space devoted to paid advertising did not vary significantly 
between 1793 and 1830, averaging one-third to one-half of a page per issue. 
Advertising rates remained unchanged for most of the Gazette’s publishing 
history: two shillings and six pence for six lines and under; five shillings for 
fourteen lines and under. By contrast, the Quebec Gazette charged seven 
shillings and six pence for ten lines and under. 


Robert Horne resigned as King’s Printer at the end of 1821, likely 
as a result of the deteriorating relationship between himself and Lieutenant 
Govemor Maitland.*' One of the incorporators of the recently created Bank 
of Upper Canada, he took a position with the bank. He would stay there for 
the rest of his life.*” 


Charles Fothergill 


From 1822 until 1825 the Upper Canada Gazette was printed by 
Charles Fothergill. The most intellectual of all Gazette printers, Fothergill 
was an artist and naturalist, as well as a businessman.’ Under his tenure 
the paper retained its two-section format: the first section contained 
government proclamations, notices, speeches, advertisements, and 
announcements of sheriffs’ sales, and the second section, named the Weekly 
Register, contained the news (foreign and domestic), essays, letters, poems, 
and the debates of the Assembly. 


Fothergill brought to Upper Canada an appreciation for natural 
history and literature hitherto unknown in a country more concemed with 
encouraging immigration and settlement and with establishing commercial and 
manufacturing enterprises. The Weekly Register reflected Fothergill’s varied 
interests and pursuits. Not content with simply extracting news from foreign 
and domestic papers, Fothergill filled his pages with essays on arts, science, 
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and natural history that often reflected his own interests. Like other 
government printers he also published books, among them Sir John Hawles’s 
The Canadian’s Right (1823), The Canadian Farmer’ s Almanac for 1824 and 
1825, and The York Almanac and Royal Calendar of Upper Canada for the 
years 1823-25. Fothergill encouraged local writers, and in 1825 he printed 
a long poem, Wonders of the West, or a Day at the Falls of Niagara, by 
schoolteacher James Lynne Alexander.™* 


The Weekly Register’s columns began with "Editorial Commentary," 
followed by foreign news, essays, domestic news, letters, and reports of the 
debates. "Editorial Commentary" contained a synopsis of news from foreign 
newspapers, then commentary on domestic or local events. News that found 
its way into the Weekly Register was carefully reviewed by Fothergill. On 
18 April 1822 he reported that the latest papers included the King’s speech 
at the opening of the British parliament, among other news, yet little that 
appeared in these papers was worthy of reprinting because the stories lacked 
"that extraordinary and decisive character which at once arrests attention, and 
agitates the mind with all those conflicting emotions which seem to be 
inseparable for political inquiry." 


The first independent paper in York, the Observer, was started by 
John Carey in 1820 after he had given up reporting the debates of the House 
of Assembly for the Upper Canada Gazette. Carey published the Observer 
for eleven years, and like William Lyon Mackenzie in the Colonial Advocate 
(founded 1824) and Francis Collins in the Canadian Freeman (established 
1825), he publicly criticized the conservative élite. The attacks of these 
joumalists left the government little choice but to respond, which it did 
through the pages of the Gazette. The editorial comments in the press are 
significant because they offer insight into the issues of the day and reveal the 
opinions of the Gazette’s printers and the government. The barbs exchanged 
between the government-supported press and the free press were scathing, to 
say the least. In response to one of Carey’s attacks, Fothergill countered in 
the Weekly Register for 2 May 1822, 


We do not wish to deal in personal and low invective, and we 
shall endeavour to avoid it as much as possible, and we think the 
OBSERVER would do much better were he to attempt the task of 
pointing out any fallacy in our arguments, instead of mounting his 
dung hill and scattering his filth in every direction. 
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NOY OFF ICAL. 


NOTICE. 


A MEETING of the Stockholders of the Welland 
A Canal Company was called on the first day of 
May next,in the Town of Niagara, for the purpose of 
choosing Directors,—as the Communication did not 
reach all the papers within tle Province in-time to give 
full thirty days notice as required by the Act. 

‘The said Meeting is unavoidably postponed until the 
fifteenth of May,—on which day the Stockhelders will 
attend at the House of Mr. Rogers, at 12 o’clock. for 
the purpose of appointing Directors to the said Com- 
Uy. 

: (S1GNED) Wm. HAMILTON MERRIT. 
One of the Subscribers. 


NOTICE. 
f R. SAMUEL CLEWS, Civil Engineer, is now 


ee ee 


levelling aud laying out the Line of the Welland 
Canal, tounite Lakes Erie and Ontario, in the Niaga- 
ra District. —Any Person desirous of becoming a Con- 
tractor for any part of the Work, will call, examine 
the Route, and make proposals to the Conipany, on 
the 15th day of May next, as the whole will be put 
uuder Contract shortly afier that period. 

WM. HAMILTON MERRITT, 
17-3w. AGENT. 


——————_ 


Notice for stockholders and contractors for the construction of the Welland Canal, 
Upper Canada Gazette, 22 April 1824. 


Provincial Parliament. 
JOURNALS OF ‘THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 


FRIDAY, 19th Dec. 1823. 
. Agreealiy to the urder of the day, the Intestate Estate Bill 
was read the second time 

On motion of Mr. WILLSON of Wentworth, that the House 
shu uid resolve itself into a Comiittee of the whole, to take into 
Consideration the Intestate Esiate Bill. the Huuse divided. 

Yeas,—Vlessrs. Jones of Leeds, Gordon, Willsum of Went. 
worth, tiandal, Hamilton of Wentworth, Wilinot, Walsh, Witte, 
Pattie, Ciark, Casey, McDonell, Wilson of Prince Edwaed, aud 
Morris, —J4. 

; Nays.-— Messrs. McMartin, Jones of Grenville, Burwell, Me- 
Lean wh StéMBhont,-Shaver, and Bostwick 6 
= Question gained—Maj rity, 8, aod Mer P\LLIE was called to 
the Cnair of the Committee 

Lie Chairman reported progress, and asked leave to si. again 
that day three meu hs. 

On the (uestion tor receiving the Report, the Hou-e divided, 

Yeas,—Meesrs Goidus, Barwe.l, Nichol, Hage mai. MeDo- 
nell Baldwin, Hamilton a Linc ine Kulttan, Keer, ‘iMic Marin. 
Jones of Grenville, McLean vuoi Stormont, Alurmey General, 
Muorris,-Shaver. aad Bo-twick —16. 

Nays,— \iessrs, Junes of Leeds, ivillson ef Wentworth, Clark, 
Hamistun of Wentworth, Wiiimet, Walsh, Wile, Baby, Horner, 
‘Raidal,, Pattie, Casey, Chi:b do, Wilson of Prace Kawaid, ad 
Crooks.— 16 

Hhe questin was carried in the atfirmative—M.jorty, 1. Tue 
Report was received, aud ieave granied, 

Agreeabiy to the order ol tne day, the Midland District Loay 
Bill was read the secoud time. 

Ov motion of Mr LAGERMAN, the House went into Com 
Inittce on the Bill 

Tse Chui wan reported the Billas amended 

On the question tor receiving the Report the House divided. 

Yeas,—Messrs Burwell, Nichol, Hagermao seMatin, Rul 
tan. vicDonell. Jones of Gienvali fen Alioney Generer, Kerr, Cres. 
holm, storris, Shaver, Bosiwick, and Cro-ks —14 

Nays — Messrs Clatk, Haan ton of Weatwerth, Wilinot Wal-h, 
Wiate, Hornor, Pattie, (a ey, and Wil-on ol Prince bKdwaiu-—g, 

The qu: stron gamed —Majurity, 5, and the Report was acenia 
ingly received. 

VO. motion of Mr, HAGERMAN, the Midland District Loan 
Bil was ordered to be engrussed anaread a third tine on itk 
Borrow, 

Agreeably to notiee, Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL moved fas 
leave to briug jo 4 Bill for contimumy au Act, assed vo the Bfiy 
ninth year ot His late Majesty's Reign, belative to Rates and as: 
sessme..t., a.d 10 wake provision tor levying (be said cates under 
Certain restrictions, by sale of the Lands charged with ie sane 

O 1 the question of leave, the .svuse divided. 

Yras —.tiess:s Have:man, Jove. +i L-ea-, Burwell, Gord. n, 
MeMartin, Willson of Weotworl Hoooiiton ot Wentworth, Kut 
tan, Wilwot, White, Clark, Pattie, Randal, Horner Casey, Ha 
milton «f Lincoln, McLean of S:orwoat, Attommey Geveral, 
Jones of Geenvilie, Kerr, Chisholua, Wilson of Prince Kdwaid, 
Crooks, Morris, Shaver, and Bo-twik —26 

Nays.— Messrs. Nichol, Baldwin. Waish, and Mc Donell.—4 

Question gained—Majceny, 22, avd tbe Bill was read the Grst 
lime. 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL moved thatthe Assessment Bill 
Should be read @ second Gime fu inerrow 

Ju amendment, Mr. NICHOL woved thatin the Oviginal Mo- 
tion, the word © to morrow” should be expunged, aud (be Wuids 
“thes day three wonths” in-e ted, 

Which was lost. 
‘The origina jarstion was then put and carried. 
Tue Huurce adj urued tul Munday 


Journals of the House of Assembly for 19 December 1823, 
Weekly Register, 8 January 1824. 
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The exchanges continued for several weeks until on 20 June Fothergill’s 
exasperation with Carey peaked: 


It seems to be impossible for the Observer to turn from the “evil 
of his ways" - he must continue fo lie, in spite of the numerous 
floggings he receives ... It seems to be impossible for him to exist 
without abusing some one or another; and to promulgate 
falsehood seems to be his delight!!! 


Early in his term as printer Fothergill supported the government and 
defended it from attacks by the independent press. However, in the 1824 
election he ran as an opposition candidate for Durham and was defeated 
under suspicious circumstances, according to reports in his Weekly Register. 
On 29 July the results of the election were printed: Fothergill and George 
Strange Boulton had each received 148 votes, Samuel Street Wilmot 19 votes, 
and a Mr. Orton none. On 5 August Fothergill reported angrily in the Weekly 
Register that the retuming officer “on his own responsibility struck off four 
of Mr. F’s voters - and retumed Mr. Boulton as duly elected." However, the 
Assembly ordered a new election for March 1825, which Fothergill won.” 
He retained his position as King’s Printer but used the Gazette to express his 
political views, which were increasingly at odds with the government. In 
1825 Lieutenant Governor Maitland dismissed him as King’s Printer for 
voting against the government in the House.” 


Following his dismissal, Fothergill remained in Upper Canada. 
Defeated in the 1830 election, he helped form the Literary and Philosophical 
Society of Upper Canada the following year. In 1834 he merged the 
Canadian Correspondent, a paper he had helped to found in 1832, with the 
Colonial Advocate, which had been his political foe while he was government 
printer. Fothergill’s ambitions seem to have been greater than his business 
acumen. In 1837 he purchased the conservative Courier of Upper Canada 
and established the Palladium of British America, and Upper Canada 
Mercantile Advertiser, liquidating a great deal of his property to do so. The 
Palladium supported commerce, but politically it moved from being “the most 
outspoken voice of opposition in Toronto"’’ to a more conservative 
position.** The paper failed two years after it was founded, and Fothergill 
died penniless in 1840.” 


The Upper Canada Gazette 
Robert Stanton 


Fothergill’s successor, Robert Stanton, was not a trained printer, but 
he was loyal to the establishment. He had held government positions long 
before being appointed editor of the Gazette. He had worked in the office of 
the Lieutenant Governor, in the Surveyor General’s office, and for the 
Assembly, and had served as an officer in the militia during the War of 1812. 
After the war, he moved to Kingston, where he owned a hardware store. He 
was elected assessor and commissioned magistrate in 1821 and notary public 
in 1823.“° Appointed King’s Printer in 1826, he held the position until 
1844; his tenure was the longest for any printer of the Upper Canada Gazette. 


Six months after he assumed his duties, Stanton began the U.E. 
Loyalist, which resembled the York Weekly Post and the Weekly Register. It 
was distributed with the Upper Canada Gazette from 3 June 1826 to 24 May 
1828, and for a year after that it was printed as a separate paper called the 
Loyalist. Stanton did not change the layout of the Gazette radically from that 
used by Fothergill. It still covered government business, while the U.E. 
Loyalist’ s departments consisted of poetry, essays, and reports (usually a full 
page), news from England and other countries, events in Lower Canada, 
domestic and local news, letters to the editor, and the debates. Since Stanton 
apparently did not have the same interests as Fothergill, articles on science 
and natural history appeared only occasionally. 


The problems of paper supply that had plagued printers since the 
early days were finally resolved in the mid-1820s when paper mills were 
established in Upper Canada. On 2 September 1826 the Upper Canada 
Gazette was printed for the first time on paper made in the province, from the 
mill of James Crooks of Flamborough West. 


We have much pleasure in presenting our patrons this number of 
our paper, on a sheet, the manufacture of Upper Canada, which 
we trust they will find on examination, not to be inferior in any 
respect, to that, which we have heretofore offered them, and in 
the selection of which we took some pains. This specimen of the 
manufacture of our enterprising friend James Crooks, Esq. of 
Flamborough West, from whom we have received our supply, is 
such, as we have no doubt will insure to him that patronage which 
his exertions so justly merit." 
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<n RP aE RMU AN 
PROCEEDINGS IN PARLIAMENT, 
Friday, Dec: 29, 1826. 

THe Intestate Bityt was read a third 
time, passed and sent to the Legislative Coun- 
cil. 

A Message was received from the Legis- 
lative Council, acquainting the House that 
they had concurred in the Séireet Surveyor’s 
Bill. 

THe Wuiprine anp Pintory ABOLITION 
Burn was read a third time, and sent to the 
Legislative Council. 

Sundry Petitions were brought up and read. 

Mr. Rolph moved an Address to His I) xcel- 
lency the Lieutenant Governor, praying for 
information respecting the agreement between 
His Majesty’s Governmeuat, and the Canada 
Land Company, and other information con- 
nected wiih the subject.--Carried. Adjourned. 

Saturday, Dec. 30. 

Sundry Petitions were brought up. 

Major Hillier delived a Message from His 
FEixcellency the Lieutenant Governor, with a 
Report made by the kingineer Mr. Ciowes of 
a Survey of the River St. Lawrence. 

On motion made by Mr. J. Jones, 506 Co- 
pies were ordered to be printed. 

Tae Mitt Dam bitt—2d Reading. 

The Bill was reported and leave given to 
sit again. 

The Attorney Gereral gave notice that he 
should move the House to resolve into a Com- 
mittee of the whole on Supply on Tuesday 
next. Adjourned to Tuesday. 


Proceedings of Parliament for 19 December 1826, 
U.E. Loyalist, 6 January 1827. 


STEAM BOAT NO TICE. 
HE PUPLIC are informed that the 
Sieam Boat QUEENSTON, Cap- 
tain J. Wimirney, has commenced making 
her regular trips, and will, during the Sum- 
mer, leave the different Ports as foHows: 

Leave Niagara for Kingston, Brockville, 
and Prescott, every Thursday morning at 
8 o’clock precisely—And leave Prescott, 
on her return, for Brockville, Kingston, 
and York, every Sunday at 12 o’clock, 
‘noon. 

Arrangements have been made with 
Messrs. Norton & Co. Stage Proprietors, 
Prescott, by which, Passengers going down 
will arrive in Montreal on Saturday eve- 
ning; and Passengers proceeding upwards, 
will, by leaving Montreal on Saturday 
morning, arrive at Prescott in time to take 
the Boat. 

Every endeavor has been made to ren- 
der the accommodations and fare on board 
of the best description. 

Queenston, May 25, 1827. 1-¢f. 


Advertisement for steamboat ferry service on Lake Ontario, 
U.E. Loyalist, 9 June 1827. 
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While Stanton’s predecessors had differed with the government 
regarding the content of the Gazette (usually resulting in their dismissal), 
Stanton’s conflict was with the editors of the free press in York, notably 
Mackenzie in the Colonial Advocate and Collins in the Canadian Freeman. 
Stanton never wavered in his support of the govemment. In the years he 
printed the U.E. Loyalist and the Loyalist, hardly an issue appeared in which 
he did not defend the government’s position on such issues of the time as the 
tea trade, the Naturalization Bill, and Mackenzie’s assertion that the 
government had been involved in damaging the Colonial Advocate’s press 
and type. On ties with Britain, Stanton wrote on 9 June 1827, 


The cause of all this wrath [by the Canadian Freeman] (which 
vents itself as usual, in railing, and calling hard names) 1s, that we 
are not ashamed to avow, that, in conducting our Journal, we are 
actuated by loyal principles, and a desire to strengthen the bonds 
of attachment to the Mother Country. This being the very 
opposite of that conduct, which is persued by this Freeman, he 
works himself into a phrenzy, and says that we deserve no credit 
for our professions. 


Letters to the editor that criticized the free press were often printed 
in the Upper Canada Gazette. Stanton published, in three parts, the statement 
by the young Tories who had been charged with the destruction of 
Mackenzie’s press. Their statement, which appeared in the U.E. Loyalist on 
1, 8, and 15 March 1828, made clear their opinion of Mackenzie and their 
views on the £625 settlement awarded him for a press they appraised at not 
more than £50. 


By 1829, however, Lieutenant Governor Sir John Colbome felt that 
editorial comment was not a role for the government printer,” and he 
restricted Stanton’s duties to publishing goverment business. No longer 
permitted to print non-government material, Stanton stopped issuing the 
Loyalist,” thus ending the Upper Canada Gazette’s contributions as a 
community paper. From this point the free. press took over entirely the role 
of supplying readers with news, essays, editorial comment, and advertising. 
By now the free press was firmly established in Upper Canada. Kingston, 
Brockville, York, St. Catharines, and Niagara each had at least one 
newspaper. They reported the news and events more extensively than the 
Upper Canada Gazette, had greater local appeal, and attracted more 
advertisers. 
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The Declining Years 


With the union of the Canadas in 1841, the Canada Gazette replaced the 
Upper Canada Gazette as the official goverment newspaper. The Upper 
Canada Gazette, however, continued to be printed "by authority" until the late 
1840s. Stanton would have been appointed Queen’s Printer for the Province 
of Canada but for the sudden death of Governor Lord Sydenham in 1841. 
Lord Stanley, the British Colonial Secretary, did not feel obliged to honour 
Sydenham’s promises, so Stanton was relieved of his duties as government 
printer. He was appointed collector of customs for Toronto in 1843. The 
last issue of the Gazette to carry Stanton’s name appeared on 12 September 
1844, eighteen years after he had been appointed "Printer to the King’s Most 
Excellent Majesty." Richard Watson, his foreman, printed the Gazette until 
1848 or 1849. He died in the great Toronto fire of 7 April 1849 while trying 
to save type from the printing office.“ The paper was not revived. 


The Upper Canada Gazette was published for over fifty years. 
Through the course of its publishing history, Upper Canada grew from a 
province with a small scattered population to one with over 732,000 
inhabitants.*° As the population grew, the province’s economy developed 
and its social and political institutions evolved. It had begun with an 
agrarian-based economy and developed commercial, manufacturing, and 
banking enterprises. Much of the social and commercial development of 
Upper Canada can be traced through the Gazette’s advertisements and notices: 
the abolition of slavery, the establishment of schools in all the districts, the 
construction of the Welland and Rideau canals, and the founding of Bytown 
(now Ottawa). Transportation notices record steamboat ferry service between 
Niagara, York, and Kingston, inaugurated in 1817, and overland stage service. 
The Gazette reported the establishment of breweries, saw and grist mills, and 
linen and woolen mills, the development and growth during the 1820s of 
manufacturing industries, and the founding of the Bank of Upper Canada. In 
the same period Upper Canada moved politically from a society dominated 
by the élite known as the Family Compact through reform and rebellion to 
unification with Lower Canada. For both government announcements and 
local news, the Upper Canada Gazette is a valuable primary source of 
information on the social, economic, and political evolution of Upper Canada. 
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mence FIRST DECEMBER, 1827, be- 
tween KINGSTON and YORK. Jeaves 
Kingston and York on Mondays and Thurs- 
days at 12 o'clock, noon, precisely, & arrives 
on Wednesdays and Saturdays, A. M. 

s- Stage Fare through, £2 10. Inter- 
mediate distances, three pence half penny per 
mile. 30lbs. baggage allowed each passen- 
ger, extra baggage, 200Ibs. equal to a passen- 
ger. All baggage at the risque of the owner. 

Stage Books kept at Howard’s Hotel, York, 
and at the Mansion House Hotel, Khingston.— 
Extras furnished at either of the above places 
for any part of the Country. 

The Proprietors of this line, flatter them- 
selves that they will be able to give satisfac- 


tion to such as may feel disposed to patronize 
them. 


H. NORTON, & Co., Kingston. 
J. OGDEN, York. 
November, 21st, 1827. 


Advertisement for stage service between York and Kingston, 
Upper Canada Gazette, 12 January 1828. 
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Appendix I 


Printers of the Upper Canada Gazette 


Louis Roy 1793 - 1794 

Gideon Tiffany 1794 - 1797 (with Silvester Tiffany as 
assistant from 1796) 

Titus Geer Simons 1797 - 1801 (with William Waters 
1798 - 1801) 

John Bennett 1801 - 1807 

John Cameron LSOV SIS 15 

Edward William McBride 1815 - 1816 (A. Mercer printed at least 


One issue in 1816) 


Robert Charles Home 1817 - 1821 
Charles Fothergill 1822 = 1825 
Robert Stanton 1826 - 1844 
Richard Watson 1844 - 1849 
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Appendix IT 


Significant Dates in the History of the Upper Canada Gazette 


Ii pe 


1793 


1794 


1796 


eT 


1798 


1801 


1807 


1813- 


1814 


1815 


1817 


1822 


John Graves Simcoe hires Louis Roy to become the first printer in 
Upper Canada. 


18 April: first issue of the weekly Upper Canada Gazette, or 
American Oracle. 


Louis Roy resigns; he is replaced by Gideon Tiffany. 
Tiffany’s brother Silvester is hired as assistant printer. 


Gideon Tiffany is forced to resign; Titus Geer Simons becomes 
government printer. 


William Waters is hired to assist Simons. Upper Canada Gazette is 
transferred to York from Niagara. 


John Bennett is hired as goverment printer. 


John Cameron changes name of Upper Canada Gazette, or American 
Oracle to York Gazette. 


Gazette suspended when the press is damaged by the Americans 
during occupation of York. 


Edward W. McBride assumes duties of printer after Cameron’s 
death. 


Robert Charles Home becomes printer; reinstates original name but 
drops "or American Oracle", issues a second section called York 


Weekly Post. 


Charles Fothergill becomes printer; changes title of second section 
to Weekly Register. 
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1826 


1841 


1844 


1849 


Robert Stanton appointed printer; issues second section of Gazette 
called U.E. Loyalist. 


Upper Canada Gazette loses official status because of union of the 
Canadas but continues to be printed "by authority.” 


Stanton loses position as Queen’s Printer; his foreman, Richard 
Watson, assumes duties as printer of Gazette. 


Richard Watson dies in fire; Upper Canada Gazette is not revived. 
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